
Medco Health Solutions' Subsidiary Serving Germany Acquires Leading Online 
OTC/Healthcare Products Store  
 
FRANKLIN LAKES, N.J., -- Medco Health Solutions, Inc., today announced that its 
majority-owned subsidiary serving Germany, Europa Apotheek Venlo, has acquired shop-
apotheke.com -- one of the country's leading online OTC and healthcare products sites. The 
combined businesses intend to provide greater choice and convenience for consumers across 
Germany for their prescription medicine and non-prescription drug store product needs. 
 
"At Medco, our core values are improving patient safety and advancing clinical care, while 
addressing the growing costs in health care," said John Driscoll, Medco president for New 
Markets. "This partnership, as well as collaborations with the Swedish government to deliver 
a national drug safety system, and United Drug in the United Kingdom to enhance homecare 
for patients treated within the National Health Service system, are part of Medco's strategy of 
partnering with health care organizations and implementing and advancing our technologies 
and clinical expertise in other countries." 
 
shop-apotheke.com, which offers over-the-counter medicines and a wide assortment of other 
healthcare products will be managed through Medco's subsidiary Europa Apotheek Venlo, a 
leading provider of mail-order prescription drugs for the German market. The combined 
operations will focus on using technology and innovation to drive differentiated solutions for 
consumers in Germany that lead to better management for the full continuum of products 
ranging from OTC preparations and related healthcare items to prescription drugs and 
specialty medicines. 
 
"shop-apotheke delivers the drug store experience directly to the customer's home, offering 
greater convenience and choice. Together with our resources, this combination of 
entrepreneurial German innovators is intent on accelerating growth in the market for online 
healthcare products," said Klaus Gritschneder, co-founder and head of communications of 
Europa Apotheek Venlo. 
 
In April 2008, Medco acquired a majority stake in Europa Apotheek Venlo. shop-
apotheke.com will retain its brand and operate under the continuing leadership of its current 
management team. 
 
The acquisition of shop-apotheke.com by Europa Apotheek Venlo was approved by German 
merger control authorities on November 12. The parties did not disclose the financial details 
of the transaction, which is scheduled to close in January 2010. 
 
About Europa Apotheek Venlo 
 
Europa Apotheek Venlo was founded in 2001 and today serves the German and Dutch 
markets. A full-service pharmacy, it also specializes in supplying drugs to patients with 
chronic diseases such as diabetes, cardio-vascular diseases, arthritis, asthma, COPD (chronic-
obstructive pulmonary disease), multiple sclerosis and HIV. In addition to its own mail-order 
offerings, Europa Apotheek Venlo offers an order-and-pickup service for prescription drugs at 
PharmaPoints in some 1,000 dm-drogeriemarkt drugstores. Europa Apotheek Venlo is among 
the largest mail-order pharmacies in Europe. 
 
 



The success model pursued by shop-apotheke.com resulted from the idea of developing an 
online shop that would offer unrivaled variety and selection of drugs and health products. 
With customer-friendly service and quick delivery, shop-apotheke.com makes it easy, safe 
and economical to buy with just a click of the mouse. This convenience, paired with the 
know-how of a leading Germany pharmacy has allowed shop-apotheke.com over the past six 
years to establish itself as one of the leading mail-order pharmacies in Germany. The 
customers benefit from the favorable price, the tremendous product selection, excellent 
service and the extensive supplementary information on the subject of health. The mail-order 
pharmacy currently has over 300,000 registered buyers and approx. 2.4 million visits/visitors 
per month to its website (source: http://www.ivw.de/, March 2009). The company, which has 
already attained TUV quality certification, has as its goal the expansion of its circle of 
satisfied customers, and continuing to care for them with innovative ideas and optimal 
service. 
 
About Medco 
 
Medco Health Solutions, Inc. is pioneering the world's most advanced pharmacy® and its 
clinical research and innovations are part of Medco making medicine smarter(TM) for more 
than 60 million members. 
 
With more than 20,000 employees dedicated to improving patient health and reducing costs 
for a wide range of public and private sector clients, and 2008 revenue exceeding $51 billion, 
Medco ranks 45th on the Fortune 500 list and is named among the world's most innovative, 
most admired and most trustworthy companies. 
 
 
 
Parklane Capital acted as exclusive financial advisor to the management and owners of 
Shop-apotheke.com in this transaction. 
 
 
About Parklane Capital 
 
Parklane Capital is a specialist investment and corporate finance advisory firm for growth 
companies in the Media, Technology, Telecommunications, Cleantech and Healthcare sectors. 
 
The partners of Parklane Capital have all previously founded or built significant high-growth 
businesses. In each engagement Parklane Capital brings to bear an international network of 
relationships and extensive experience in all aspects of corporate finance. Parklane Capital is 
committed to assisting entrepreneurs and investors to realize value from great businesses. 
 
Parklane Capital was founded in Hamburg, Germany in 2004 by Dr. Björn Söder. Since its 
inception, it has successfully advised clients on over 40 transactions with valuations 
ranging between EUR 5 million (venture capital) and EUR 250 million (exits/ trade 
sales). Cross-border deals included transactions with AOL Time Warner, eBay, Medco Health 
Solutions and Mitsui. 
 


